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— 
MEMOIR 
OF THE LATE REV. JOHN CASPAR LAVATER. 


OHN LAVATER was born in the year 1741, of very re- 
{pectable parents, in the city of Zurich, Switzerland, who 
educated him in the ftricteft principles of virtue and religion. 

From his infancy he had many ferious impreflions; and, 
when only feven years old, felt himfelf ftrongly drawn to feek 
God by prayer. “To ufe God,” fays he, “as my own God, 
was one of the earlieft and moft deeply imprefled ideas in my 
mind. Obferving the indifference of others towards God, I 
was determined to make the beft ufe of him I could. I felt a 
need of his prefence, and made it a conitant practice to pour 
out my heart before him in fervent prayer every morning and 
evening: yet my light and volatile difpofition oftentimes dif- 
turbed me in my devotions. To lifien to fermons was too 
tirefome for me, fo I took my little Pocket Bible to the place 
of worfhip ; and, with the greateft eagernefs, I read the Hif- 
tories of the Old Teftament, more efpecially that of Elias and 
Elifha. Chrift and the New Teflament had but a {mall fhare 
of my attention or affection at that time.’ 

When ten years of age, voung Lavater freely declared his 
intention to devote himfelf to the miniftry, and, notwith- 
ftanding all the objeGlions and difficulties he had to encoun 
ter, he never changed his mind; but zealoufly applied himfelf 
to the ftudy of the Latin language, and other branches of hu- 
man learning requifite for this purpofe. 
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In his fourteenth year he had a dangerous fit of ficknefs.— 
‘“When thus taken ill,” fays he, “I ferioufly refleéted upon 
my former life, endeavouring to purify my heart, motft heartily 
forgiving every reccived injury, and afking pardon of all thofe 
to whom I fufpected I had given the lealt offence.” This ills 
neds, he adds, left behind it many a ferious impreflion. 

Soon after this, having taken a long walk ona very hot day, 
and too eagerly drinking more wine than he could bear, he got 
nearly intoxicated ; which grieved him to his very heart. 

* Hardly,” fays he, “ any occurrence in my whole life has 
made fuch an indelible impreflion upon my mind as this ac- 
cident. I fhed ftreams of penitential tears, and nothing could 
erafe the remembrance of it from my mind; and, even now, 
after the lapfe of twenty-fix years, it ferves me as a powerful 
warning never to exceed moderation in drinking, in the leat 
degree.” 

In the fifteenth year of his age, a violent fhock of an earth- 
quake, and the happy departure of his elder brother, greatly 
contributed to confirm and to increafe the good impreflions 
and pious refolutions of his mind. 

© When,” fays he, “my brother was in his laft momenty 
he fat up in his bed, lifted up his hands, and, looking up flead- 
faftly toward Heaven, exclaimed,— Behold, I fee the hea- 
vens opened, and the Son of Man ftanding at the right hand 
of God! Father, into thy hands I commend my {pirit.”— 
Thus faying, he funk down and-expired. All of us were dif- 
folved in tears. I faw my brother a dead corpfe! Death and 
Heaven were my only thoughts; fo I went to bed; but when 
I awoke the next morning, [ felt quite pleafed in my having 
become the eldeft fon of the family, and the heir of the cabinet 
of natural curiefities which my brother had colle&ed. I could 
not help abhorring myfelf, on account of this fudden change of 
mind.—Oh! vanity of vanities! all, indeed, ts vanity !” 

When young Lavater entered upon his academical courie, 
his talents foon began to fhine forth fo brilliantly, as to at- 
tra& the notice of the moft learned chara&ers who were at 
that time Profeflors in the College at Zurich, fome of whom 
endeavoured to encourage and direét his rifling genius. 

During the three years of his ftudying divinity, he was moft 
deeply impreffed with a fenfe of the infinite importance of 
well-employed or mif-{pent time; and had fuch views of the 
awfulnefs of fin and the holinefs of God, that he oftentimes 
humbled himfelf in the duft. He made it a point of conicience 
daily to examine himfelf, watching over all his thoughts, 
words, and aétions, and molt fincerely bewailing, not only 
every improper action which he had done, but even every 
impure motive which might have influenced his conduct. on 
the 








i805. | Memoir of Fohn Lavater. 123 


J 


the fame time, Chrift, in his perfon, and all his endearing char- 
acters and offices, was rendered exceedingly precious to his 
foul. To him he approached, “ weary and heavy laden,” feek- 
ing reft for his immortal foul,.and entirely devoting himfelf to 
his bleffed fervice. 

In confirmation of what has juft been ftated, we fubjoin a 
few extracts from Mr. Lavater’s journals and letters, written 
about this time. In the early part of his twentieth year he 
thus expreffes his feelings in a letter to a friend: 

“ Alas! what a finner Iam! Oh! that all created beings 
might weep before God on my behalf! and yet their combined 
efforts could not fave me. * No, no! I have finned againft 
the infinite Majefty of Heaven! but, lo! the Creator himfelf 
becomes man—my brother! He lies proftrate before his Fa- 
ther! he prays and wreftles, and fheds tears of blood for me— 
even for me! Oh, what boundlefs love and compaffion! I am 
loft in wonder, love, and praife, and melted in tears of fhame 
and gratitude! I bow before him, and adore!” ........ 

In another place, he fays,—‘*‘ When I examine the fecret 
{fprings of my actions, words, and thoughts, as in the prefence 
of God, I muft confefs that [ do not always aé& from a princi- 
ple of pure love to God, and a fincere regard to his glory ; but 
alas! too often I obferve felfifh motives, which I cannot but 
confider as grievoufly finful. Genuine religion refts not fatif- 
fed with a mere outward form ; it requires the heart. All 
virtues, confidered in themfelves, are a mere mechanical mo- 
tion, if they are void of the Spirit’s enlivening influence. Mo- 
rality, without the heart, is like a body without a foul. Both 
reafon and revelation plainly tell us, that our good actions have 
no value whatfoever, if God be not their fource, aim, and end. 
Now, for my own part, I will not deny the real good which the 
grace of God enables me to perform ; for initance, when 1 
give alms, I feldom can difcover any thing in it like hypocrify, 
but rather I do it with the fincereft joy, and generally with a 
fingle eye to the glory of God. But, alas! too often I ob- 
ferve, in the courfe of my converfation with others, a want of 
that fimplicity and fincerity which is fo precious in the fight of 
God, and for the attainment of which I long. Often I ufe 
improper expreflions, and {peak in a way dictated by felf-love, 
feeking not fo much the glory of God as to pleafe myfelf. 
Sometimes pure motives to pleafe God are fo intermingled 
with an impure defire to pleale myfelf, that I can hardly afcer- 
tain which is the prevailing principle. From this I cannot but 

infer, 


* It may not be improper to observe, that Mr. Lavater most care- 
fully “fled youthful lusts ;” and was very much esteemed by all who 


knew him, on account of the regularity of his conduct, and the virtq- 
eus life he led. 
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infer, that I am not free from. pride; and fhould any doubt re- 
main whether this really be the cafe, my being fo very prone to 
anger, and that inward grief I feel within when reproved for 
any thing done amifs, ought to convince me that I have a proud 
and irritable temper.” 

“* T know,” fays he, in another letter, “‘ that I am wretched, 
and miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked ; but, bleffed 
be God, there is a book called the Bible, in which I meet with 
a plentiful fupply of the moft approved and never-failing 
remedies, by a good ufe of which I may become rich, healthy, 
and clothed. I know that I cannot be faved without love to 
God and man; for, without it, no true happinefs can poflibly 
exift. Now, the Holy Scriptures tell me that love is the fruit 
of the Spirit; that the love of God is thed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghoft. But how am [ to obtain this facred Spirit ? 
This Jefus plainly tells me, Luke xi. 13. How foolifh, then, 
any longer to delay!......... 

“ All.that can render a man completely happy, both in this 
world and the world to come, is fet forth in the Scriptures in 
the moft diftin@, exalted, and folid way ; fo that there is no 
book in.the world which could lead us to any higher degree of 
wifdem, virtue, and happinefs, than that which is obtainable by 
attending to the bleffed doétrines of the Bible........ 

** One, and only one there is, in whom I find ten thoufand 
times more delight than in every thing elfe. I mean Him’who 
was God, who is to be the Judge of the world, who, for me, be- 
¢ame man, to reconcile me to God! OO! how happy am L! 
Now my foul feels its immortality !” 

{n another letter, Mr. Lavater, after having defcribed the fin- 
ful fituation of a wicked man in his dying hours, thus addrefles 
his friend : 

“OQ, my dear friend! I rejoice over you ; but, pray, never 
depart any more from the good way of righteoufnefs!.. Never 
look back! Firft of all, endeavour to be reconciled to God by 
a dying Saviour, and then you may cheerfully run the way of 
his commandments. 

“Until you have felt a godly forrow, and an anxious concern 
about your fins; until you have bewailed them with tears of 
the moft unfeigned repentance; until you cheerfully give up 
your weeping heart to the Son of God, deeply lamenting thole 
very fins that nailed him to the crofs ; until you become fick, as 
it were, with /ove to him; until you confidently embrace his 
knees, humbly applying for a blefled experience of his healing 
powers ; until you have repeatedly experienced and exercifed 
thefe things, you muft never flatter yourfelf with making real 
advances in the Chriftian life. I know, by fad experience, how 


eften we fall into fin and temptation, fo long as we remain tco 
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fondly attached to any object of earth and fenfe. If we do not 
deeply abhor and deteft fin, from an experimental view of its 
exceeding great finfulnefs and awful confequences, we go our 
way, and fondly imagine that we are better than the common 
bulk of finners ; but even the fmalleft remainder of the moft 
fubtle pride may prove a {nare to us, to lead us aftray from the 
narrow way of life.” 

In the year 1762, Mr. Lavater, after having finifhed his The- 
ological Studies, entered into holy orders, to the great fatisfac- 
tion of his Profeffors ; but under very humble views of his own 
attainments. 

«« The principal duties of my new ftation,” fays he, “ require 
a clofe application to the acquifition of folid and fcientific 
knowledge, and of exemplary piety, which ought eminently to 
fhine far above the virtues of the very beft private Chriftians. 
A clergyman ought to be poffeffed of a very folid and extenfive 
knowledge of the languages, and of philofophy ; but my pro- 
grefs in thefe neceflary branches of learning is very imperfect ; 
and how infinitely fhort do I fall of thofe moral accomplifh- 
ments which ought to adorn a worthy minitfter ! 

“ But, fhall I reft fatisfied with this humble confeflion ?>—No. 
—I will humbly caft myfelf down before my Creator and Re- 
deemer, and firmly refolve to ftrive after the higheft degree of 
perfection ; never to make a ftand; never to get weary in hon. 
ouring God; above all things, not to become the flave of man ; 
not to look for my own advantage; but I will endeavour, by 
the grace of God, to try all my attions by the rule of St. Paul :— 
Whatfoever is not of faith, is fin. Thus acting, I fhall prove a 
good foldier of Jefus Chrift, and act in a manner becoming his 
faithful fervant.” 

Soon after his ordination, he thus addrefled one of his deareft 
friends :—‘* You have preached this day; and, I truft, with 
much fuccefs. O let us confider the infinite importance of ad- 
dreffing immortal beings in the name of God! May the prin- 
ciple of St. Paulenever fail to be yours: “ We preach not our- 
felves, but Chrift Jefus the Lord; and ourfelves, your fer- 
vants, for Chrift’s fake.”’ 

Mr. Lavater was only twenty-one years old when he per- 
formed an aétion which cannot but highly intereft every im- 
partial reader in his favour :—There lived in the city of Zu- 
rich, and even a member of its fenate, a moft wretched charac- 
ter, who, during the time he had been Prefect over a diflri& of 
the Canton, had committed innumerable atts of the groilett 
injuftice ; yea, fuch abominable crimes, that all the country 
people loudly reproached and curfed him; but no one dared to 
call him to public account, he being related to feveral gentle- 
men who were members of the Zurich government, and {on-in- 
law 
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law to the principal magiltrate of the city. Mr. Lavater, after 
having often heard of, and duly examined into, the atrocities of 
the Prefeét, committed even againft helplefs widows and or- 
phans, could at laft no longer refrain himfelf: his tender feel- 
ing heart was glowing with the nobleft fentiments of jullice and 
humanity, and felt an irrefiftible defire to plead the caufe of the 
poor and oppretied. He was fully aware that his ftepping for- 
ward in this caufe would expofe him to the frowns of the great 
and mighty, and occafion much unealinefs and anxiety even to 
his neareft and deareft relations; but he was determined to obey 
God rather than man. Having prepared himfelf by earneft 
prayer, and confulted an intimate friend, he firft addreffed a 
Jetter to the Prefect ; in which he {trongly reproached him for 
his detettable actions; and freely declared his full mtention to 
bring him to public jultice, fhould he not reftore his fpoils with- 
in the term of two months. This time having elapfed, and the 
warning proving in vain, Mr. Lavater proceeded to print a 
moft folemn indictment againft him ; which he caufed to be de- 
livered to every member of the Zurich government. Ait firlt 
he kept his name a fecret ; but when called upon, he came for- 
ward in the molt open manner, nobly avowed and fully proved 
the points of his indictment before the whole aflembly of the 
Senate; and-had the unfpeakable fatisfacion to fee the wicked 
Prefect, who, con{cious of his guilt, had faved himfelf by flight, 
folemnly condemned by law, his unjuft property confifcated, and 
reftoration made to the triumphant caufe of opprefled poverty 
and innocence. 

In the fpring of 1763, Mr. Lavater fet out on a literary tour 
to fome of the principal places in Germany ; from which jour- 
ney he acknowledges himfeif to have derived the moft extenfive 
benefits :—‘* [ received advantages,” faid he, “ from my jour- 
ney, of which I had not the leaft conception.. My mind is con- 
tinually enlarging, and my heart forcibly drawn after that 
which is good :—fo greatly I profit by the converfation and ex- 
ample of learned, great, and good men.” %S 

In the year 1766, Mr. Lavater married an excellent and ami- 
able lady, with whom he lived thirty-four years in the moft 
exemplary and happy manner; and by whom he had eight 
children, three of whom, a fon and two daughters, furvive 
him. 

How he felt on the folemn day on which he was united to his 
amiable bride, he fhall inform us in his own words: “ I awoke 
very early, in the moft ferene and cheerful frame of mind. The 
fun had juft arifen ; the refplendent glories of which both de- 
lighted my eyes and filled my foul with inexpreflible delight. 
After having prayed and fung one of the beautiful hymns of 
the late excellent Mr. Gellert, I went to the apartment of the 
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dear object of my love, who cheerfully came forth to meet me, 
and withed me a thoufand bleflings. We could not but adore 
and praife God, out of the abundance of our hearts. Twocon- 
fiderations very forcibly ftruck my mind: firit, That of the glo- 
ry which might refult to the providence of God from our un- 
ion ; and, fecondly, That of the immortality of our offspring. 
I then retired to my own room, and wrote the following pray- 
er :— ‘ Father of infinite goodnefs, who art in Heaven, and 
feeft in fecret,—blefled Author of our union, and Rewarder of 
them that diligently feek thee,—behold us in our new connex- 
ion, commencing in thy name. Being now aflembled in thy 
prefence, we bleis thee with the molt joyful feelings of our 
hearts, for having united us by the facred bonds of marriage. 
Lo! we proltrate ourfelves, and adore thee inthe moft rap- 
turous firains of unfeigned love and gratitude! Yes; thou 
lovelt us, molt gracious Father; and we are {fenfible of this thy 
love! Oh that we may never lofe fight of the gracious purpofes 
for which thy wife providence has united us! Oh that we may 
have continually renewed a fenfe of thy prefence with us! We 
will, with heart and mind, rejoice in thee; and gladly ferve 
thee with conltant faithfulneis and unremitting zeal. Let 
nothing allure us from thee; but keep us moft clofely united in 
thee. Be thou our fupreme good !—let thy word be our food, 
and virtue our delight! Preferve us from the deceitfulnefs of 
fin! Let us be watchful over ourfelves, conftant in our devo- 
tions, fervent in prayer, fincere and upright in our dealings, 
faithful and affectionate towards each other! Let thy fear ac- 
company us, O thou omniprefent and gracious Lover of man- 
kind! Lord, thou knoweft the fincerity of our refolutions ; 
let our {weeteit reward be the anfwering of thefe our prayers! 
May our whole life be confecrated to thy fervice, and entirely 
devoted to the caufe of virtue and religion! Let us never for- 
get thefe our refalutions, not ever fora moment! O how {weet 
to call thee our Father! Let us remain thy obedient children, 
unto the very end of our days! Be our God and our Guide, 
that we may remain faithful unto death ! Amen.’ 

The firft public office which was entrufted to Mr. Lavater’s 
care, was that of chaplain to the orphan-houfe in Zurich ; upon 
which he entered in the year 1769. Here he found a very 
large {phere of ufefulnefs. His fermons were much admired, 
and numeroufly attended ; for he difplayed in them great force 
of natural eloquence, accompanied with that divine unétion of 
the Spirit of God which convinces the underftanding, and wins 
the affections of the heart. | 

He ufed to write his difcourfes; and, by conftant practice, 
ebtained fuch a facility of committing them to memory, that 
he wanted but a few minutes for this purpofe: yet he never 
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confined himfelf ftriétly to his notes; but was very fuccefsful 
in making alterations in the pulpit, fuitable to tim:: and circum- 
ftances. Achief part of his attention was devoted to the large 
flock of orphan children, to whom he fhewed the moft tender 
regard and affectionate care. He pofleffed a talent of converfing 
with children in an eminent degree, condefcending to their very 
loweft capacities, and knowing how to keep alive their atten- 
tion, to occupy their underftanding, and to make a deep impred- 
fion upon their tender hearts. 
(To be continued. ) 








DIALOGUE II. 


BETWEEN AGNOSTES AND PHILALETHES, ON THE 
DOCTRINES OF THE DECREES OF GOD, ELECTION, &c. 


(Continued from page 109.) 


IR, I am come, agreeable to my propofal at our 
Agnofies. laft interview; $e verte firther athe fubject 
to which we then attended, and mention objections to the doc- 
trine you have efpoufed, which, in the opinion of many, and 
in my view, are fufficient to fhow, that it cannot be true, but 
mutt be very abfurd and impoflible. 

The plan, which you contend is the object of the decrees of 
God, you fay, is the beft poffible, and contains the greateft good 
that could take place, greater than could be contained in any 
other fuppofeable or poflible plan; otherwife you would re- 
je@ it. But fuch a plan is inconfiftent with there being any 
evil, fin or mifery in it. Therefore as this evil atually exifts 
to a degree far beyond our conception, this ca:inot be the beft 
imaginable plan. Surely it would be much better not to have 
any evil. ‘There muft be more good, if there be nothing but 
good, than if the good is attended with evil. 

Philalethes. Are you fure that you are a competent judge in 
this matter ? How can you be fure there cannot be more good, 
in that plan which includes a degree of evil, than in one in 
which there is no evil? Is not this contrary to fact and experi- 
ence? God has in faé laid a plan of operation in which evil is 
included. He mutt therefore have thought this the wifeft and 
beft plan, by which he fhould be moft glorified, and the greateft 
degree of happinefs fhould be produced, by making fin and mif- 
ery the occafion of inconceivable degrees of more happinefs, 
than there could be if there were no evil. That man mutt be 
conceited, arrogant and impious above meafure, who thinks he 
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is able to judge, and dares to fay, that it would have been better 
were there no evil; that God would be more glorified, and there 
would be much more good and happinefs, if there were no evil. 
We find by experience, from what has actually taken place, that 
fin and pain have been made the occafion of great good, which 
could not have otherwife exifted. The inftances of this are too 
many to be mentioned now. I fhall only hint attwo. The 
fin of the brethren of Jofeph, and the confequent fufferings of 
Jofeph were neceffary to lay the foundation, and be the occafion 
of a fcene and feries of good beyond defcription, or our con- 
ception. And had there been no fin and mifery, there could 
have been no redemption, and no fuch charater and works as 
thofe of the Redeemer, by which the divine character is glort- 
oufly difplayed, as it could not otherwife have been; and the 
redeemed will eternally enjoy a kind and degree of happineds 
that never could have exifted had there been no evil, which may, 
and doubtlefs will overbalance, by millions of millions of de- 
grees, all the evil that ever did or fhall exift. Who then dare 
day there would have been more good, and it would have been 
wifer and better, if no evil had exitted inthe univerie ? 

Befides, if it were not beft that evil, either moral or natural, 
fhould exift, why did not God prevent the exiftence of it? If he 
was not able to do it, and it has all taken place contrary to his 
will; then he is in fuch a fenfe and degree impotent, that he is 
not to be trulied unlimitedly, and in all cafes, and in thofe where- 
in we ftand in the greateft need of his afliftance and protection, 
re{pecting our prefervation from fin, and the government of our 
own minds; and protection from others who may be difpofed to 
do us hurt. Nor can he be trufted to reftrain from fin in any in- 
ftance, or prevent its rifing to any, imaginable height, or the du- 
ration of its continuance. And if he is crofled by the introduc- 
tion of evil, and it is, all things confidered, forely againft his will 
that it fhould exift, but was not able to prevent it, is not this in- 
confiftent with unlimited felicity ? Yea, muft it not occafion in- 
finite forrow and mifery? But if he was able to prevent the 
exiftence of it, while he knew it was not beft it fhould exift, and 
yet fuffered it to take place, where is his wi/dom and goodnefs ? 
By this horrid fappofition, we at one ftroke {trip him of all mor- 
al goodnefs ! 

Ag. We are not troubled or moved by all this, as we think 
we have a full and fatisfactory anfwer by attending to the na- 
ture of the freedom effential to moral agency. ‘This cannot be 
reftrained fo as to prevent moral agents committing fin, without 
depriving them of moral agency, fo as to render them incapable 
of moral aétions, of praife or blame, rewards or punifhments ; 
or of any moral government. Such reftraint is in its own na- 
ture as inconfiltent with liberty, and it is as impoflible to make - 
No. 4. Vol. IIT. R them 
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them agree with each other, as to make two and two to be ten, or 
two contradictions to agree. And as it is not properly owing to 
the want of power that the Divine Being cannot make two diteét 
contradictions to be both true, as this is no objeé& of omnipotence 
itfelf, this is equally true in the cafe before us ; retraining mor- 
al agents from fin, and yet continuing their freedom and moral 
agency, is as contradictory and impoflible, as it is to make two 
to be ten. , 

This was known to God, and he knew that if he did create 
free moral agents, they wouid be liable to fin, and that fome of 
them, at leait, would fin; but he knew that it was better to 
create free, moral agents, and continue their freedom, though 
he knew fome of them would fin and’ be miferable forever, thar 
not to create, and have no:moral government. 

. Phil. T perceive, Sir, you fuppofe that God had and did de- 
cree a plan of operation and events, even the beft that could be 
formed, thowgh it would have been much better if’ fin could 
have been excluded: but I think it is a very imperfeé&, undefir- 
able and even impoflible plan, which I fhall endeavour to fhow 
dire@ly. And you allow that God foreknows all the aétions of 
free moral agents, and forms the plan of his own works accord- 
ingly. . This I alfo think tobe inconfiftent and impoffible, ac- 
cording to your notion of freedom and moral agency : for if in 
order to be free their volitiogs and actions. mutt be contingent, 
without any previous caufe, or any thing whatfoever to render 
them in the leaft degree certain, they muit be fortuitous; and al- 
together uncertain what they will be, or that they will ever be, 
till they actually exift. That an aétion fhould be foreknown to 
have a certain future exiftence, when it is altogether. uncertain 
that it ever will exift, isa palpable contradi¢tion, and impoffible. 
But of this more will be faid heréafter. 

Your anfwer to what | have faid, and your whole fcheme is 
founded on your notion of that liberty which is neceflary to ren- 
der acreature a moral agent. If this notion be a mere chimera 
and is impoflible, your whole fcheme falls to the ground. But 
without attending particularly to this now, 1 obferve that your 
fchieme fuppofes that ‘God has made creatures, even the moft 
important of all creatures, moral agents, for the fake of whom 
all other creatures and things are made and preferved, to be fo 
independent of himfelf with refpect to their moral condué and 
charatter, which is the moit important affair in the univerfe ; 
fo that they, in the exercife of their freedom, form their own 
character wholly independent of him: and he muft wait ‘upon 
them to fee what they will do in order to know what his plan of 
conduct fhall be, and accommodate his works to what they will 
choofe to do, independent of him. Thus they are made not only 
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independent of him, but he becomes fubject to, and dependent on 
his creatures, in all the moral concerns of his kingdom, which 
really comprife the whole. But it is impoffible that creatures 
fhould be made thus independent on God. If they can be 
made to be independent in this inftance, they may be made in- 
dependent in all other inftances, and be equal with God, 
and fo be gods, and not creatures. The latter is no more 
contradictory and abfurd than the former. This will pleafe 
the natural pride of man, which afpires to be equal with God, 
and even above him: but the friends of God will renounce it 
with pious abhorrence } y | 

4g. I thall make no obfervations upon whag you have now 
faid. Perhaps the learned are able to confute it all. Butl 
mult here obierve, that your do@trine of the decrees of God 
makes men mere machines, and is wholly inconfiftent with all 
human liberty. It binds men down toa certain way of acting, 
and fixes all their aétions before they are born, and they mutt 
act juft fo. How is it poffible then that they fhould have any 
liberty ? 

Phil. You have mentioned your notion of the liberty which 
is neceflary to moral agency, upon which your whole fcheme 
is founded. I have endeavoured to fhow that your notion of 
liberty contained things which are inconfiftent, impodible and 
horrible. You now, ina different view, mention liberty again, 
as inconfiftent with the do@rine of God’s decrees, as I have 
ftated it. This cannot be decided without knowing what hu- 
man liberty is, and when men may be faid to act freely. But 
before we enter upon this queftion, I would obferve, that the 
ebjection you now make is as much againit the fore-knowledge 
of God, in which you believe, as it is againft his decrees. For 
if God knew from eternity what would be the actions of men 
in every inftance, they were then fixed and certain, and could 
not be altered, but muft take place juft fo ; which is the only 
objection you mention againft the decrees. But the fore- 
knowledge of God implies his decree of every thing and aGion 
forcknown ; that it fhall be juft as he feesit willbe. For how 
could they be future, without any caufe or reafon of their fu- 
turity ? And this caufe muft exift when or before it was or 
could be known that they were future, and would exift. And 
this could be nothing but the purpofe or decree of God ; for 
there was nothing elfe then exilting that could be the caufe or 
reafon of this but the purpofes of God. [For inftance, it was 
foreknown that the world would exift in the fame form and 
-gnanner in which it does exift. But how and whence could 
this be foreknown, except in the purpofe or decree of God to 
make juftfuch.a world? Therefore, while you acknowledge 
the foreknowledge of God, and deny his decrees, which are 
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neceffarily implied in it, and make an objection againft decrees 
which is equally againt fore-knowledge, you are inconfiftent 
with yourfelf two ways, and your objection is effectually filenc- 
ed. Many have been made fenfible of this; and have become 
more confiltent with themfelves, either by admitting the doc- 
trine of God’s decrees, or giving up his foreknowledge. And 
you muft do one or the other, or remain incontiltent with your- 
felf, and I believe felf-condemmed, unlefs you are refolved not 
candidly to think on the fubject, or to be convinced. 

But let us return to the confideration of liberty, and try to 
find wherein it does confit. Have you ever ftudied the fub- 


ject, and determined upon careful examination when men do 


act freely ? : 

Ag. 1 confefs I have not fpent much ftudy or thought on 
this fubje@; but I have heard what fome learned men have 
written on liberty, and what others have faid, who think there 
is no difficulty in the matter, viz. that the freedom of a moral 
agent confifts in his originating his own volitions, and confe- 
quent actions, independent of any other caufe, or juft as he 
pleafes. And 1 have been fatisfied with this definition of lib- 
erty, without any further inquiry. 

Phil. It is a notorious inftance of pride, arrogance and felf- 
conceit, that men fhould think themfelves able peremptorily to 
decide that God cannot make men free, confiftent with their 
entire and abfolute dependence on him for every motion, voli- 
tion and action, fo that none of thefe can take place without 
his determination or decree ; but if he make them free agents 
they muft have power to originate their own actions indepen- 
dent of him ; fo that he cannot interpofe and determine what 
they fhall do, without deftroying their liberty ; he muft there- 
fore be fo dependent on them, and they are fo tar above him in 
forming their own moral charaéter, that he mufi firft know how 
they will a&, in order to know how he may conduct towards 
them, and in governing the world. 

And I afk you ferioufly to confider what are the unavoida- 
ble confequences of this notion, were it true. If God can in 
no cafe interpofe and direct and govern the volitions and moral 
actions of men, fo that their as of will and choice, as to the 
moral nature of them, and which way they fhal!l turn, muft be 
fo independent on him, that he cannot intermeddle to influence 
them without interrupting and deftroying their liberty and 
moral agency; then, when God determined to create moral 
agents, it was wholly independent of him, and therefore uneer- 
tain, whether any, or fome, or all of them would be holy and obe- 
dient, or finful and rebellious ; as this depended altogether ow 
their own capricious will, the uncertain, fortuitous turn of their 


volitions, whether they fhould be right or wrong. And if any or 
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all fhould be difpofed to rebel againft their Maker, God could 
not prevent, and continue their freedom, though it were infinitely 
better on the whole, for the univerfe, if not one moral agent 
fhould fin, and the evil confequences of rebellion could not be 
prevented or remedied to all eternity. 

For inftance, when Adam, the head of the human race, was 
made, though it was infinitely better and more defirable that 
he and all his pofterity would not fin; yet their fin and rebel- 
lion, and all the confequent mifery could not be prevented, 
without deftroying them or their moral agency. And if they 
eould not be preferved from finning, when they had become 
rebels, it was uncertain, if not improbable, that all, or even 
any of them would be willing to return to obedience, whatev- 
er means fhould be ufed with them to this end; for if God 
could not keep them from finning before they began to fin, 
furely he cannot recover them from their chofen rebellion, 
when their will was ftrongly inclined this way. And if they 
thould by their own felf-determining power turn from fin, they 
could not be prevented falling into it again. And though Je- 
fus Chrift has come into the world and died with a view to 
fave finners, and reclaim them from rebellion to obedience ; 
it was altogether uncertain whether any would be willing to 
hear and obey him, as this depends wholly on their own arbi- 
trary, contingent will. And if any fhould at any time become 
willing to obey, by ~the fortuitous exertion of their own inde- 
pendent choice and felf-determining power, there is nothing to 
prevent their foon determining the contrary, and falling total- 
ly and finally into fin and ruin ; fo that Chrift might come in- 
to this world and die to fave finners wholly in vain, and not 
one of the human race be faved. And if any, or ever fo ma- 
ny fhould turn to him and perfevere in obedience and get to 
heaven, it would depend on their own uncertain, changeable 
free-will and capricious felf-determining power, whether they 
would continue holy, or rebel and fink into ruin, and heaven 
be deprived of all its inhabitants at once. 

All this dreadful uncertainty ?s contained in your fcheme, 
my friend ; in your notion of human freedom and moral agen- 
cy. It renders the iflue of the moft important concerns of free 
agents, or the moral government of God, and of the univerfe 
wholly precarious and uncertain ; fo that all may terminate in 
that which is infinitely worfe than nothing. 

4g. I have an eafy and fhort anfwer to all this, which you 
have painted in fuch hideous colours. God foreknew every 
thing, and how free agents would act in every inftance, and that 
all things would iflue as well as can be contiftent with human 
liberty. 
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Phil. 1 am forry to hear you mention the foreknowledge of 
God again, as it is an evidence that you have not well attended 
to what I have already faid on this head. ‘The divine fore- 
knowledge, Sir, neceflarily implies all the decrees of God for 
which | contend, and is founded on them. This is plain. toa 
demonitration. And if you underftandingly admit the former, 
you mutt believe the latter, or be grofsly, and I muft fay 
fboamefully incontiftent with yourfelf. But of this I need fay no 
more. 

I have to add, that not only all the confequences I have now 
mentioned inevitably follow, were your notion of human-liberty 
true and to be admitted; but no fuch notion can be admitted, 
or conceived of, as it is ‘impofiible, is inconfiftent. with itfelf, 
aud moit abiurd. It is contrary to all reafon, to the experience 
and contcious feelings of men, and to common fenfe; and at 
the fame time direétiy oppofite to the Holy Scriptures. All 
this is capable of demonttration ; and though | have not time 
to exhauit the iubjed, | trult that I can in a few words prove 
my affertion to every candid, impartial perfon, who will proper- 
ly attend to the fubject. 

That men originate the aéts of their own will by a felf- deter- 
mining power, independent of God, or any other being but 
themielves, in all their exercifes of freedom, not only fuppofes, 
what 1s really impoflible, that men in every free act of will, -ex- 
ercife will and choice, not only without any motive, but con- 
trary to all motives that can poffibly be prefented to their 
minds; but alle fuppofes what is in itfelf abfurd, and a contra- 
diction, that im originating and determining a free act of will, 
men exercife or put forth an act of will by which they determine 
what the firlt tree act of will thall be; fo that there is an aét of 
will which determines the firft act, that is, a determining a& of 
will which originates the firft act ef will, and this fuppofes an 
act of will takes place in order to the firft a&.;. for the mind 
cannot originate or determine any thing, or be the active caufe 
of it, in any way but by ading, or by willing and choofing. It 
appears therefore that a plain inconfiftence and contradidion 
is implied in this notion of a felf-determining power, which 
cannot be explained or conceived of. But if it fhould be, faid 
that the act of will in determining the will with refpeé to 
other acts of it, is the firft a&, which does produce and- direc 
the following acts of the will, it will be afked whether this firft: 
agt is determined by the mind, what it fhall be? If not, then it 
muf exift without a caufe, or by fome external caufe, and, not 
by any felf-determining power of the mind; and therefore cannot 
be a free act of the will, according to their notion of freedom. 
But, if this, which is now called the fir/ a& of will, be determin- 
ed by an aét of will, as it mutt be, if determined at all, then it 
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is really not the firft a&, but is determined by a foregoing act ; 
and this foregoing a&t of will muft, in order to be a free act, 
be determined bya foregoing act, and fo on without end, which 
fuppofes a feries of acts without any beginning. For, if we 
ftop any where, and. fuppofe a firft act of will, without any 
foregoing ad, this, by the fuppofition, cannot be determined by 
the agent, and therefore cannot be a free act; and if the firft act 
- of will, which determines all that follow, be not free, then none 
of them canbe free, according to this notion of free aéts, as 
they are not produced by a felf-determining power. Hence it 
appears there cannot be any fuch power, as the notion is im- 
poflible, and deftroys itfelf. No man has, or can have a real 
idea of it; but they have amufed and bewildered themfelves 
with a fet of words without any confiftent or real ideas. If 
you, or any one elfe, defire thoroughly to underftand this fub- 
ject, 1 advife you to read Prefident Edwards on freedom of 
will, Dr. Weft on moral agency, and Dr. Edwards on liberty 
and moral neceflity, in aniwer to Dr. Samuel Weft. In thefe 
books the notion ofa felf-determining power is unanfwerably 
confuted. | 
_ L have to add, that this notion of liberty is not only unreafon- 
able, felf-inconfiftent and impoflible, but is contrary to the com- 
mon fenfe, experience and feelings of mankind. If we confult 
our Own experience and feelings, that we may know what are 
thofe exercifes in which we feel ourfelves to act freely, and 
which we call freedom, we think and know ourfelves to act 
freely when we‘are voluntary in what we do, or act accordin 
to our own will and choice ; and we know we ‘att freely if we 
act from our own choice, whatever were our motives in thus 
willing, or whatever were the external ecaufe of our choofin 
as we do, and not otherwife. We do not confider what went 
before our choice in order to determine whether we act freely, 
as our freedom does not confift in that, be it what it may, and 
has nothing to do with it; but in our willing and choofing, or 
acting voluntarily, or as we pleafe. This is all the liberty that 
can exift or be conceived of or defired. I may fafely appeal to 
you and to all men, whether this be not all the liberty of which 
you or they are confcious; or whether there be any other kind 
of liberty which is defirable, or of which you can have any 
clear or confiftent conception. 
But if all the foregoing objeétions to your notion of liberty 
did not wholly overthrow and demolifh it, (which indeed is an: 
impoffible {uppofition) yet there is another at hand, which is 
perhaps more. plain and ftriking even to them who think more 
fuperficially. It is this, that fuch an independent power in 
man of felf-determination of his own will and choice, what it 
fhall be, were this poffible, is direftly inconfiftent with the 
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whole of the Bible ; in that man is reprefented as altogether de- 
pendent on God in every refpeé, even in his moft free exercifes 
of will and action, fo that while he freely moves, wills, and 
;, he is fo wholly in the hand of God that he is moved and 
directed by God in every motion and free action of his. Neo 
man can attentively and properly read the Bible without ob- 
ferving this. It is held up to view in the hiftorical, prophetic 
and doctrinal parts of it ; and in innumerable declarations, di- 
rections, and promifes. There it is faid, The heart of the 
king, and confequently of all men, that is, their will, by which 
they act freely, is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of wa- 
ter ; he turneth it whitherfoever he will; that he worketh in 
men to will and to do, according to his good pleafure; that 
he gives a heart, a difpofition and inclination to know and 
a him; he promifes that he will give a new and obedient 
heart ; mill put his Spirit within them, and caufe them to walk 
in his vi and they jball keep his laws, and do them. 
And there are innumerable inftances in which God prediéts 
what men, both good and bad, fhall do to accomplifh his pur- 
pofes ; and promifes that he will change the hearts of men, and 
make them holy. But it would take hours, if not days, fully 
to exhault this point from fcripture. The partial view now 
given is fufficient to anfwer the prefent purpofe, and fhow 
that your notion of liberty is a contradiction to the whole ot 
the Bible. 

And now, how is it poffible that you, Sir, and others fhould 
imbibe and obltinately adhere to fuch a notion of human liber- 
ty, fo pregnant with the moft™tarrible ‘confequences ; and 
when examined, is found to be intonfiftent with itfelf, impofj- 
bie and inconceivable ; is contrary te the experience and feel- 
ings of men, and to the whole of divine revelation ? Is it not 
the only way to account for this, to fuppode their minds are f@ 
depraved, ignorant, proud and conceited, that they love dark- 


_ nefs er error, and hate the truth, and therefore will not come 


to it and be convinced, and embrace the truth? Jefus Chrili, 
you know, gives this as the only reafon of the fatal errors and 
delufion which depraved, wicked mén imbibe, aad in’ which 
they perfift. 

And why will not you, Sir, relinquifh this motion of liberty, 
which cannot be fupported, and is fo contrary to feripture and 
teafon, and be no longer fo vain and arrogant, as'to think that 
the omnipotent, infinitely wife Beine cannot make a moral 
agent perfectly free and accountable for his moral conduét, and 
capable of virtue or vice, confiftent with fuch creattres beirg 
abfolutely and in all refpects dependent on him, and with his 
decreeing whatfoever thall.come to pafs? And why will you 


not be content with that freedom of which you have a fenfible 
idea. 
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idea, and feel that you are free when you at voluntarily, or of 
your own free will, which is agreeable to reafon and the com- 
mon fenfe of mankind, and perfeétly agreeable to the Bible, 
and your dependence on Ged for all things?: You may then 
lay afide pride and felf-dependence, and walk humbly with 
God. And you may then confiftently and fincerely pray to 
God to make you holy and endow you with every Chriftian 
grace, working in you that which is well pleafing in his fight, 
to will and to do according to his good pleafure; which you 
cannot do confiftent with the notion of liberty which you have 
entertained; for how can you or any man pray to God to do 
that for you which you muft do yourfelf independent of him, 
and which he cannot do for you, without rendering you not a 
free-agent ? If you have prayed at all, your prayers have 
doubtlefs been inconfiftent with your principles, if not incon- 
fiftent with your heart. And this has often been obferved to 
be commonly, if not always, a faé, that they who have your 
notion of liberty contradié it in their prayers. And indeed it 
is very difficult to form a prayer confiftent with that notion ; 
and quite impoflible to make a fcriptural prayer, without con- 
tradicting it. 

4g. 1 am tired with your lengthy difcourfe, to which I own 
I have not paid much attention. Many learned men think as I 
do, and have written on the fubjeét, and I am fatisfied with 
what they fay. My thoughts run chiefly on other objections 
which they and I have to make againft your doétrine ; but as I 
cannot now ftay to mention them, I will take another opportu- 
nity to do it, with your leave. 

Phil. It is a difcouraging and dull bufinefs, I confefs, to con- 
verfe on important fubjeéts, and endeavour to inftruét and con- 
vince thofe who have no ears to hear. However, I am willing 
to have another interview, and attempt to anfwer all your ob- 
jections, hoping you will attend better than you fay you have 
yet done. ( Zo be continued. ) 
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A LETTER 


To a Chriflian Friend, who wifbed to have the Evidences for Infant 
Baptif exhibited from Scripture. 


My Dear Frienp, 
WILL try in this letter to bring forward fome of the fcrip- 
ture proofs for infant baptifm ; and if your mind ftands the 
fame about baptifm, as when I faw you laft; poffibly it may 


be of fervice to you; and if it is otherwife with you, poffiibly it 
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will do younoharm. The firft proof I fhall mention, is drawn 
from the manner of God’s covenanting with his people in formes. 
ages, wherein he had refpeé to their offspring. In Gen. vi. 18, 
God entered into covenant with Noah, and in confequence of it 
directed him to bring his family into the ark with him. Peter, 
in his rift epiftle, iii. 21, fays, “ The zrxe ricure whereunto even 
Bartism doth alfo now fave us,” &c. But how the like figure, 
unlefs the children of believers are to be baptized with them- 
felves? Paul fays, in Heb. xi. 7, that Noah “ prepared an ark to 
the SAVING OF HIS HOUSE! by the which he condemned the world, 
and became heir of the RiGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH. So believers 
fhould by faith view the coming ftorm of wrath, and houfe 
themfelves and children in the figurative ark (baptifm); if they 
would condemn the conduct of the carelefs world, who are fet- 
ting God at defiance themfelves, and are refufing to do any 
thing towards their children’s falvation. When the Lord called 
Lot out of Sodom, he direéted him to take his two daughters 
with him; Gen. xix. 15. Sodom reprefents this finful world, 
that is to be deftroyed in like manner by fire; Zoar reprefents 
Chrift; Lot, thofe who are called out of the world to Chrift ; 
his being directed to take his family with him fets forth the 
duty of believers in taking their children from the world, and 
devoting them to the Lord, and training them up for him, that 
they may be his, and efcape the overthrow of the wicked. 
When God entered into covenant with Abraham, he therein 
promifed to be a God to his feed as well as himfelf; and alfo 
engaged to ¢fablifh his covenant with his feed after him in their 
generations for an everlafling covenant; Gen. xix. 7, &c. He 
and his feed were exprefsly directed to apply circumcifion, the 
token of this covenant, to their children as well as themfelves. 
See ver. 10 and 11, and onward, of the fame chapter. This 
token of this covenant the.apoftle Paul calls the fga and /eal 
of the righteoufne/s of faith. Rom.iv.11. Now if Abraham is 
the father of all them that believe, (as he is faid to be in the before 
cited Rom. iv. 11.) and if believers are the feed of Abraham, and 
heirs according to the promife, Gal. iii. 29, then it follows, that if 
that promife were a reafon why Abraham fhould circumcile 
his children, it is as good a reafon why his fpiritual fecd fhould 
baptize their children, unlefs circumcifion be ftill in force. 
For it is as certainly true, from exprefs fcripture authority, that 
thofe that be Chrift’s are heirs according to the promife, as it is 
that Abraham had that promife made tohim. Again, if that 
covenant were eftablifhed with Abraham, and with his feed af- 
ter him for an everlafting covenant, to hold good to him and his 
feed forever, Lukei. 55, and believers are Abraham’s feed, and 
heirs according to the promife, then this covenant ftands good 
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ful then, is as good authority-to baptice them now, as the com- 
mand to keep the feventh day once, as fabbath, is to obferve the 
firft day now. For as the change of the day from the feventh 
to the tirft, does not abolifh the fabbath, but there ftill remains 
a reft to the people of God; fo neither does the alteration of the 
token of the covenant, from circumcifion to baptifm, releafe be- 
lievers from the obligation to devote their children to God in 
baptiim. For they that are of faith are dleffed with faithful 
Abraham. Gal. iii. 7. It is in vain to objeé, that the Abra- 
hamic covenant belonged to the law. For we read in Gal. iit. 
8, that the gofpel was preached to Abraham. This agrees with 
what Chriit told the Jews in John viii. 56. “ Your father Abra- 
ham rejoiced to fee my day: and he faw it and was glad.” 
But how was the gofpel preached to Abraham, and how did he 
fee Chrift’s day? Why in thofe fame promifes that directed 
him to devote his children to God. or the promife, that he 
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Soould be the heir of the world, was not made to Abraham, or to his 


feed, through the law, BUT THROUGH THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF 
FAiTH! Rom.iv.13. Confequently devoting children to God 
is a gofpel ordinance, becaufe he was direéted to it by the 
preaching of the gofpel. Therefore all his faithful children 
fhould do the fame; fer thofe that are the children of 
Abraham, will do the works of Abraham, John viii. 39.. Thofe 
are his children who walk in the feps of his faith, Rom. iv. 12. 
We read, Gal. ii. 17, The law, which was 400 and 30 
years after, cannot difannul, that it fhould make the promife of 
none effect! . Therefore that covenant was diftiné fro the law, 
and for fubfarce ftands good fill, coming to the Gentile believers 
through Chrift, Gal. iu. 15, 16. Thofe_promifes primarily re- 
fpe&t Chrift, and through him refpe& all believers ; and they are 
to evidence their ftanding in that covenant of promife through 
Chrift now by baptifm. Gal. iii. 27 and 29. For as many of 
you as are baptized into Chrift, have put on Chrift. And if ye 
be Chrift’s then are ye Abraham’s feed, and heirs according to the 
promife! Can any thing be plainer from thefe paflages, than 
that believers by baptifm profefs to be Chrift’s, and by being 
Chrift’s, become heirs to the promife made to Abraham; and 
by being children of Abraham, are under obligation to do the 
Ms of Abraham, and baptize their children, as he circumcif- 
ed his ? , 

My next proof fhall be from other texts, not immediately re- 
lating to covenanting. Read Solomon’s Song, 1.8. There 


* the woman reprefents the church or believers—the fhepherd’s 


tents, the places where the minifters of Chrift teach and admin- 
ifter ordinances—the kids, the unconverted children of believ- 
ers, who are to’be brought to the minifters of Chrift, and de- 
voted to God, and inftructed (or fed) with the fame ae 
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doétrines that Chrift’s minifters preach. Jeremiah xxx. we have 

romifes of the reftoration of Lfrael, and in the zoth verfe we are 
told, “ their children alfo foall be as aforetime.”. If this prophecy 
reaches to gofpel times, then certainly the children of God’s 
people muft be devoted to God, or they will not be as afore- 
time. God claimed the offspring of his people as his, and faid 
they were Lorn unto him. Ezek. xvi. 20. And for ' this reafon, 
becaufe that he was an hufband unto his people. But God 
{tands in the fame relation to his people now’; for faith the 
Apofttle, I have efpoufed you to one hufband. 2 Cor. xi. 2. And 
if this marriage connexion between God and his people of old 
made it fuch a peculiar crime for them to facrifice their) chil- 
dren to idols, inftead of devoting them to him; then willit not 
follow, that if the fame relation fubfifts. between God _ and his 
people now, that they ought to ackpowtinage it by devoting 
their children to him publicly ? And will it not admit of a ferious 
inquiry, whether thofe who refufe to acknowledge their chil- 
dren to be the Lord’s by dedication, do not go very far in difa- 
vowing the marriage contract between Chrift and their own 
fouls? and fo may be charged with fpiritual whoredom and 
adultery, as God’s people were of old! In Ezek. xviii. 4, 
God fays, “ behold all fouls are mine ; as the foul of the father, fo al- 
fo the foul of the fonis mine.” How fuitable then to acknowledge 
God’s right to the foul of the child by open dedication. In 
Mark x. 14, Chrift fays, “ Suffer the little children to come un- 
to. me, and forbid them not.”” How thall they be brought unto 
him openly now, but in baptifm? In 1 Cor. vii. 14, we read, 
“* Elfe were your children unclean, but now are they holy.” But 
how holy, unlefs by dedication ; as the dedicated things of the 
children of Ifrael were called holy, being devoted to an holy 
ufe ? When Lydia’s heart was.opened, fhe was baptized and her 
houfehold. Acts xvi. 15. The jailor believing was baptized 
and ail bis ftraightway. ver. 33. Paul makes mention of bap- 
tizing the houfehold of Stephanus. It is not faid, He and part 
of his, but atv his were baptized. They were not sheir own, but 
bis and hers, which denote that they were young, and belonged 
to them. 

Another proof is drawn from the church being the fame in 
all ages; or the Gentile believers being taken into the Jewith 
church. In Rom. xi. 17, we read, “ and thou, being a wild olive 
tree, wert graffed in among them, and ssiitly thas partakeft of the root 
and fatnefs of the olive tree;” and in Gal.iv. 28. ‘* Now we, brethren, 
as Ifaac was, are the children of the promife.” See alfo Adis i. 25. 
The import is this, the real. children of God under the former 
difpenfation compofed the church of. God, in diftinétion from 
thofe who refted only in external forms.. And all the chil- 
dren of God, under the gofpel difpenfation, are partakers wk ith 
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them of the root and fatnefs of the fame olive tree, or church 
of God. Butif they belong to the fame church, they are entitled 
to the fame privileges ; and one of their privileges was to devote 
their natural offspring to God. For Abraham begat Ifaac and 
circumcifed him; and fo Ifaac, Jacob. Aéts vu. 8. Confe- 
quently believers of the fame church ought to devote their 
children now to God in baptifm. For the Apoftle fays ex- 
prefsly that qwe areas Tfaac was. 

But, it is objected to this view of things, that it is faid in 
Heb. viii. 8, “1 will make anew covenant with the houfe of I/rael,”’ 
&c. but let that paflage be attended to in its connexion, and it 
will appear that the new covenant there fpoken of, is not oppofed 
to the covenant of promife made with Abraham, but the very 
fame thing. For it is faid in the clofe of the 1oth verfe, that 
this mew covenant fhould confilt in .God’s being their God, and 
they being his people; which exactly comports with the cove- 
nant made with Abraham. J will be thy God, &c. which is the 
very thing that is fulfilled to thofe that overcome and get to 
heaven, Rev. xxi. 7. So that the new covenant flands op- 
pofed only to the covenant that God made with Ifrael, in the 
day when he took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, Heb. 
vili. 9; which was the law of ceremonies, that was added 400 
and 30 years after, and could not make the promile of none ef- 
fe&. It was added till Chrift fhould come, to whom the prom- 
ife by way of eminence was made. “ Who blotted out the hand- 
writing of [uch] ordinances, nailing it to his crofs.”” Col. ii. 14. 
The veil of the Mofaic ritual being thus removed by Chrift, 
he, as the glorious Sun of Righteoufnefs, arifing and fhining up- 
on his people, has caufed the covenant of promife made with 
Abraham to appear with f{plendour as a new-covenant, decorated 
with new feals, Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper. $o that as If- 
rael were al/ baptized to Mofes in the cloud and in the fea, and 
their children with them, 1 Cor. x. 2 ;_ believers are now from 
among the Gentiles baptized into one body with the godly 
Jews, 1 Cor. xii. 13, and therefore their children fhould be bap- 
tized withthem. For thefe things are our examples, fays Paul, 
1 Cor. x. 6. 

After long and clofe fearching of God’s word, taking it in 
connexion, and after much earneft prayer to God for light and 
direction, the evidences in favour of infant baptifm have thus 
{hone from God’s holy word upon my foul with juch clearnefs, 
that all that I have met with from books and men, (and I have 
met with much from both in the courfe of jhe 12 years paft) 
has never been able to extinguifh it. I am fenfible that I, and 
other men, are fallible and liable to err, but 1 know of no better 
way, than to go for direction to the uaerring word of God, and 
to God the fountain of light. This I can fay, I have reafon tq 
blefs God for the light he has afforded my foul by his 
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word and Spirit refpe@ing this branch of Chriftian duty; and for 
thofe meafures of {piritual confolation afforded to me in prac- 
tifing accordingly. For I am fully perfaaded, that I may fay 
with fafety, that if ever I enjoyed the prefence of God in any 
duty, I have in giving up my children to God in baptifm ; and 
that enjoyment has fometimes abode with me for days ; fo that 
I have frequently thought my feelings in fome meafure refem- 
bled thofe of the jailor, when he rejoiced, believing im God, 
with all his honfe. For certainly I have reafon to rejoice, for 
and with all my houfe, when my children are fet apart for 
God. Ihave reafon to rejoice that ever I was brought to be- 
lieve myfelf, and be adopted into Chrift’s family, and attend to 
his inftitutions ; and that he has given me the liberty to give 
up my children to him, in belief of that ancient promile, / 
will be a God unto thee, and thy feed. How {weet are the blefled 
promifes of God; and O how extenfive! How calculated to 
claim my confidence, excite my gratitude and raife my joy! 
In this view of God’s gracious covenant extending to me and 
mine, the words of David have frequently and powerfully oc- 
curred to my mind, when he went in and fat before the Lord, 
and faid, “ Who am I, O Lord God? and what is my houfe, that - 
thou haft brought me hitherto? and this was yet a {mall thing in thy 
Sight, O Lord God ; but thou haf alfo fpoken of thy Jervant’s houfe for 
a great while to come ; and is this the manner of man, O Lord God ?” 
Here my joy has taken wing, and with holy David mounted 
celeftial heights ; and with aftonifhed rapture, furveyed and 
adored the boundlefs extenfion of divine benignity ! Then has 
God’s word appeared an unfathomable deep, not to be fully 
comprehended, but ftill the harmony and confiftency appeared 
glorious. Both Teftaments feemed to be bound together and 
connected, as the different parts of the human body, by finews 
and veins ; and to feparate the covenant of promife from the 
gofpel, feemed to be parting afunder what God had joined to- 
gether, and calculated to injure the whole fyftem of truth. 
‘fhe recital of thefe views and feelings re-enkindles the facred 
flame while J write ; and O, to be forever filled with fuch joy, 
as fuch views are calculated to excite! Is this the force of 
mere tradition, imagination, or human invention? If fo, what 
is religion! Such kind of inventions as leads my heart off from 
the world, and all human inventions, to centre in God, and glory 
in his unchangeable covenant through Chrift, and quickens me 
im running the way of God’s requirements heaven-ward, I 
conclude, are inventions’of God’s own devifing. O that not 
only my foul, but the whole world might be filled with them, 
and that happy time come, when al/ the families of the earth fball 
be bieffed in like manner! The blefled day of Pentecof will 
then again be fully come, when it will be faid, repent and be 
baptized, 
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baptized, every one of you, for the promife is to you, and your 
children. 1am however fenfible that feelings are not to be made 
the rule of duty. But when duty is determined by the word of 
God, an{werable feelings are very defirable; and may be con- 
fidered as good corrcborating evidence. The famous Rutherford, 
when he was imprifoned for the truth, and was there favoured 
with uncommon joy, and divine communications, frequently 
exprefled himfelf to this import, “I know this is God’s truth 
I am fuffering for, becaufe he {miles fo upon my foul ; for he 
will not fet his feal to a blank?’ If1 thould give fcope to my 
feelings, I fhould foon fill another fheet. I therefore forbear. 
That you may be directed by God’s word and Spirit in this 
branch of Chriftian duty, and in every thing elfe, is the prayer 


ef yours in Chriftian love, 
JOTHAM SEWALL. 





——s 


ON COVENANTING WITH GOD. 
PART III. 





( Concluded from page 97.) 
AN ADDRESS TO PROFESSING CHRISTIANS. 


DEAR BRETHREN; 
HE people of God are a chofen generation, a royal 
priefthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, defigned to 

fhow forth the praifes of him, who hath called them out of 
darknefs into his marvellous light. That they fhould a@ up 
to this high charaéter, and to the defign of their vocation, is of 
incalculable importance. The honour of God and of the Re- 
deemer, the credit of the gofpel, the order and beauty of the 
church, the peace and joy of individuals, the general diffufion 
of Chriftianity, and the falvation of mankind are highly con- 
cerned in it. To promote this great defign it is commanded, 
That they fhould exhort one another daily—That they fhould 
confider one another to provoke unto love and good works.(1) 
They fhould confider one another asto the relation in which 
they ftand to each other as brethren in Chrift, and as under 
indifpenfable obligations to him, and to one another. They 
fhould confider each other with refpeé to their dangers, temp- 
tations, weaknefles and tears, that they may counfel and warn 
each other againft fin ; that they may pray for each other ; that 
they may encourage, affift, and ftimulate each other to every 
Chriftian duty ; to walk circumfpeétly, not as fools, but as 
wife, redeeming the time. They are not only required to ex- 
hort 

(1) Heb. x. 24. 
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hort one another daily, but to do it fo much the more, as they 
fee the day approaching (1) ‘Time is fhort, and flies away 
with rapid wing. The momentous day of death and judg- 
ment is iwiftly approaching us. A day when time and all 
opportunities will be no more. A day in which all things fhall 
be made manifeft, and every man fhall be rewarded according 
to his works: A day in which the world and all which is in it 
fhall be burnt up. This awful, wonderful day is approaching 
nearer and nearer every hour and moment, whether we fleep or 
wake, whether we ftand all the day idle, or whether we do the 
work’to which our great Mafter hath called us. He hath not 
only commanded us to exhort, and prefs one another to duty 
every day; but to do it more and more in proportion to the 
approach of that day when we fhall ftand together before the 
judgment feat of Chrift. -Our love, faithfulnets, zeal, and ener- 
gy, mn urging each other to duty fhould increafe and rife higher 
and higher in proportion as we fee this day approaching. 

This duty, this kind office, the writer has been attempting 
to perform in the preceding papers, on covenanting with God, 
and is ftill further attempting to difcharge in this addrels. 
This will naturally follow what he hath written on that fubject, 
and may ferve further to ftimulate us to the duties already 
fuggeited. It behoves him to exhort you in realizing views 
of the day which is approaching ; of its near and hafty ap- 
proach to himfelf and you, and of its immenfe eternal confe- 
quences to usboth. It is of high concern to you to receive this 
brotherly exhortation in the love of the truth, and in the near 
and realizing views of death and the judgment day; and te 
be quickened and animated to all holy living fo much the 
more as ye fee the day approaching. ‘The belief of fuch a day, 
how it approaches, what a day it will be, and what its eternal 
confequences, fhould awaken in every breift the higheft cor- 
cern to keep covenant with God : to be circumfpett, prayerful, 
fober, vigilant, fteadfaft, immoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord. ‘The apoftle having fpoken of this day and 
its concomitant events, obferves, What manner of perfons ought 
we to be in all holy converfation and godlinefs! Wherefore, 
beloved, feeing that ye look for fuch things, be diligent that ye 
be found of him in peace, without {pot and blamelefs.{2) In 
this day the fecrets of the heart, the fecrets of all men, will be 
revealed, and judged according to the gofpel: Every deceit 
and {pecious pretence will be detected, and every mafk and falle 
covering removed: and how we have payed, or neglected te 
pay our vows will be made manifeft, to our exceeding joy and 
triumph, or fhame and contempt, before aflembled -worlds. 
No pleas of fair profeffions, of diftinguithing privileges, of offices 

and 


(1) Heb. x. 25. (2) Pet. iii. 11, 14. 
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and high ftanding in the church, of common or extraor- 
dinary gifts, without grace, will be of the leaft avail. Unlefs 
we are born of God, united to Chrift by faith, and live godly 
in Chrift Jefus, the door will be fhut againft us. No pleas will 
ever avail to open it. What folemn and deeply affecting ad- 
monitions has our Lord and Judge given us of this! Not every 
one that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven; but he that doth the will of my Father which 
is in heaven. Many will fay unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophefied in thy name? And in thy name catt 
out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? 
And then will I profefs unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity.(1) When once the matter of 
the houfe is rifen up and hath fhut to the door, and ye begin 
to ftand without, and to knock at the door, faying, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us, and he fhall anfwer and fay unto you, I know 
you not whence you are: Then fhall ye begin to fay, We have 
eaten and drank in thy prefence, and thou haft taught in our 
{treets: but he fhall fay, I tell you I know you not whence - 
you are: depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. ‘There 
thall be weeping and gnafhing of teeth, when ye fhail fee Abra- 
ham, Ifaac and Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of 
heaven, and ye yourfelves thruft out.(2) How fhould premoni- 
tions, like thefe, penetrate the heart of every profeflor, of every 
minifter, of all church officers, as well as common Chrittians ! 
Since perfons fo diftinguifhed by gifts and privileges, and of 
fuch high ftanding in the church, fhall thus be difowned by 
Chrift, and fhut out of his kingdom, how fhould it engage all to 
work out their falvation with fear and trembling ! How fhould 
they ftrive, even with an agony, to enter in at the ftrait gate! 
Flow thould they watch and pray always, that they may be 
counted worthy to ftand before the Son of Man! Suffer me, 
dear brethren, to plead this with you by the folemnities of that 
day, when we fhall ftand together at the judgment feat of 
Chri. How dignifying and blifsful will it then be, to be 
found among thole whofe hearts have been found in God’s ftat- 
utes and iteadfaft in his covenant! But who can bear to be 
thruft out of the kingdom of God, and to dwell forever where 
there fhall be wailing and gnathing of teeth ? | 

At the fame time let me entreat you by, and plead with you 
the will and commands of God and our Divine Redeemer. It 
is written, This is the will of God, even your fanttification.( 3) 
Ye fhall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.(4) Let 
every one that nameth the name of Chrift, depart from iniqui- 
ty-(5) This is a faithful faying, and this I will that thon af- 
No. 4. Vol. ILL. + firm 


(1) Matth. vii. 21, 22. (2) Luke xiii. 25, 26, 27, 28. 
(3) 1 Thes. iv. 3. (4) Levit. xix. 2. (5) 11 Tim. ii. 19. 
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firm conftautly, that they which have believed in God, might 
be careful to maintain good warks.{1} God not only requires 
his people to be holy, but to be eminent in holineis, abounding 
in all the fraits of righteouine/s, in every good word and work. 
| Let foes light fo thine before men, that the y may fee your good 
} works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (2) ‘Lhen 
| ‘is my~Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit ; fo thall ye be 
Ke | my diiciples. (3) Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
ih who is im heaven is perfect. (4) This, my brethren, is the ex- 
i ' prefs:language of the divine word, the declared will of God. 
i And: do we protefs ourfelves to be the ions of God, and that Je- 
fus is our Lord, and thail we not obey him? How can we pre- 
tend to love him, or to be his :difciples, if we regard not his will, 
and keep not-his word? How can we ‘tand before him in judg- 
ment, if we deipife his commandments ? 

Further, let me plead with you, the faithfulnefs of God in 
keeping covenant with his people, the excellency of the cove- 
nant which he hath made with them, as an everlafting cove- 

it | nant, ordered in all things and dure. ‘Uhete furnifh additional 
De and endearing motives to activity and fidelity, in keeping cove- 
nant’with him. He is the faithtul God, which keepeth cove- 
' nant and. mercy with them that love him, and keep his com- 
Tis mandments, to a thouland generations.(5) Hence his people 
fhould be faithful in keeping covenant with him. ‘They are 
under indifpeniable obligations to be followers of him as dear 
| children, and they are bound in point of gratitude for his infi- 
4 nite goodnefs and faithfulneds in keeping « cevenant with them. 
| The peerlefs excellency, wonderful grace, order and perpetuity 
of the covenant, render the violation of it molt ungratetul, un- 
creature like, inexcufable and abominable. 

Further, our blefled Saviour was faithful to us in the great 
work of our. redemption. No powerty no fhame, no agonies 
of the gar den, nor of the crofs could divert him,a moment, from 
puriuing his Father’s honour and the good of his people. He 
is {till the fame faithful Redeemer. He lives forever interced- 
ing for us, and governing all things for the good of them whe 
love him. ‘Shall we not be faithful to him? Shall we not waik 
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hi) 2s he alfo walked? Should not the fame {pirit be in us, which 
was in Chriit Jeius? 

| Again, fhould not the great love of God and our Lord Jefus 
TE Chritt conftrain us to a cheerful and univerfal obedience ? ‘The 
: (' love. of (God in devifing a way of recovery for loft men, in 
w which he might confiltently enter into covenant with them, in 
iving his only begotten Son from his bofom, to purchafe the 
Tih bleflings of the ee Div ; and in. his condeicenfion to become 
Oe EF alesse , a covenant 
, Wi (1) Titus i. 8. (2) Matth. y. 16. (3) John xv. 8. 


(4) Matth. v. 48. (5) Deut. vii. 9. 
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2 covenant God and Father to them, is matchlefs, and 4 no 
parallel. It paffeth all ee ee The love of ‘Chrift in 
laying down his life for the flieep, and in purchafing* the im- 
menfe bleflings of the new covenant for his people; éxteeds- all 
calculation. It has in it every thing attractive and endearing. 
It fhould: conflrain us to a moft {trict and confcietitious ebedi=+ 
ence to the whole will of God. The apoltle Paul therefore be- 
fought thé Chriftians of his day, by the mercies of God, that 
they would prefent their bodies a living facrifice, holy) decepta< 
ble unto Ged. T'his he infited was but their reafonable fucri- 
fice.(1) From this confideration that Chriftians are not their 
own, but bought with a price, he preileth it upon them to glort- 
fy God i in their body, and in their fpirit, which are God's. (27 
This is his lancuage to all the dheireties: and to Its "the 
language of the love of God, and of the love of 0 our Lord: Je- 
jus Chrift. This love, thefé mercies of God, i erga thie 
apoftles and primitive Chriftians'to a life of wonderful fcH-de- 
nialy patience, fortitude and holy living. They loved nottheir 
lives even unto death, that they micht obey, honour and enjoy” 
Chrift. Can we imagine that we indeed love him “and ave his dit- 
ciples; -or can we epee to fhare with them in the mfiéritance 
of all things, if the love of Chrit have ‘not in fome meature, 
the fame influence upon us? Can we believe that he hath loved 
us, and wathed us from our fins in his own blood? That he 
hath delivered us from the wrath to come, made us the fous 
of God and heirs of all things, and not deny ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts, and live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this 
prefent world ? Have we this hope, and fhall we not purify 
ourfelves even as Chrift is pure? 

May not profeflors be {till further prefled to live godly in 
Chriftt Jefus from a confideration of the perpofe for which ther 
were chofen in Chrift, from the grand os of his death, of 
their effe&ual calling, and of the ge ipel, which was to make 
them holy in heart and life? The people of God are all chofen 
in Chrifl to be conformed to his image, to be holy and without 
blame before him. And whom he did foreknow, he alfo did 
predeftinate to be conformed to the image of his Son.(3) 
According as he hath chofen us in him, from the foundation 
of the world ; that we fhould be holy and without blame be- 
fore him in love.(4) Vhe death of Chrift was for the fame 
purpofe, the fanéification of the church: that the famts might 
perfect holinefs in the fear of God. It is w ritten, Chrilt gave 
himfelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. , 
Even as Chrift loved the church and gave himfelf for it; that 

he 
) Rom. xii. 1. (2) 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 
) Rom. viii. 29. (4) Enh. i. 4. 
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he might fanétify and cleanfe it with the wafhing of water by the 
word, that he might prefent it unto himtelf a glorious church, 
not having{pot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing; but that it fhould 
be holy and without blemifh. Chriftians are called to be holy. 
It is the defign of their effe@tual calling. Who hath faved us. 
and called us with an holy calling.(1) The grand defign of the: 
gofpel, as it re{pedts the faints, is their fanctification. For this 
its teachers, ordinary and extraordinary, were given: for the 
perfecting of the faints, for the edifying of the body of Chrift, 
till we all come in the'unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfeé& man, unto the meafure of the 
ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift.(2) Shall we in thefe views live 
in a loofe, carelefs manner? Can we be willing to countera¢t the 
very defign of the death of Chrift, of our effectual calling, and of 
the gofpel ? Can any true Chriftian do this? Certainly he cannot. 
Whoever does it has an evidence in himfelf, that he is a hyp~ 
ocrite; and that he hath no part nor inheritance among the 
faints. How fhould thefe confiderations awaken all our con- 
cern to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called! 
How fhould we, like the apoftle, forgetting the things which 
are behind, prefs toward the mark for the prize of our high 
calling of God in Chrift Jefus ! 

Allow me ftill further to plead with you the glory of God, 
the honour of Chriftianity, and the falvation of your fellow- 


- Men. ‘Thefe are all highly concerned in the inoffenfive, holy 


walking of profefling Chriftians. Nothing is fo dear to God as 
his own glory. This is the ultimate end of all his works. 
This all his people are commanded in all things to feek. The 
honour of Chrift and of his gofpel, and the falvation of men lie 
near to the heart of God, and to the hearts of all his people ; 
but nothing fo difhonours God, injures the taufe of Chriltiani- 
ty, opens the mouths of infidels and blafphemers againft God 
and our holy religion, and puts fuch a ftumbling-block in the 
way ef men’s believing, as the loofe, unholy walking of pro- 
feflors. This furnifheth infidels with one of their moft artful 
and planfible arguments againft the religion of Jefus. Loofe 
and {feandalous profeffors are fome of the moft grievous ene- 
mies of Chrift and the gofpel. They are the Judafes who, in 
his own vifible family, betray him and his deareft imterefts. 
The apoftle Paul, therefore, in his day teftified againft them, 
even weeping, that they were the enemies of the crofs of Chritt, 


and that their end was deftruétion.(3) The unholy lives of 


thofe who have profeffed the Chriftian religion have, probably, 
done more difhonour to the Saviour, and greater injury to the 
church, than all the perfecutions which have been raifed againit 


her. Can any of us be willing to act this ungrateful, perfid:- 
ous 


(1) 2 Tim. i. 9. (2) Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. (3) Phil. iii. 18, 19. 
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ous and horribly wicked part ? Can we be willing, or are we 
able to abide the confequences ? To b. brought forth at laft to 
the perdition of ungodly men ? 

On the other hand, when Chriftians live religion, it does 
great honour to God and to the gofpel, and at the fame time, 
puts a wonderful beauty upon the churches. Hence our Sa- 
viour teftifies, Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
frnit.(1) This fhows the excellency of religion, that it is hea- 
venly and divine. Its effects on individuals and on {otiety, in 
their piety, righteoufnefs, fobriety, humility, peaceablenefs, and 
in whatever is lovely, ufeful and of good report, fhow that its 
author is God, and bring the higheft honour to him. It gives 
others conviction of the truths of the gofpel, and caufes them, 
while the light of true Chriftians fhines before them, to glorify 
our Father who is in heaven. The felf-denial, patience, meek- 
nefs, fortitude, and holy lives of the apoftles and primitive 
Chriftians, was one of the principal external means in their 
day, of bringing men to the belief of the truth. It is ftill 
equally important and neceflary, to promote the fame end. 
What powerful motives fhould thefe therefore be to perfuade us' 
to live wholly to God? He admits his people to covenant with 
him, that they might cleave unto him, and be unto him for a 
name, and for a praife, and fora glory.(z2) He hath com- 
manded us ta conduét ourfelves in fuch a manner as that he in 
all things may be glorified.(3) That whether we eat or 
drink, or whatever-we do, we do all to the glory of God.(4) 
Jefus Chrift humbled himfelf unto death, that his Father might 
be glorified and finners faved. This was the language of his heart, 
when his foul was troubled, and forrowful unto death, Father, 
glorify thyfelf. He chofe rather to fuffer the agonies of the 
garden, the fhameful and curfed death of the cro{s, than that 
his Father fhould not be glorified and finners faved. Can we 
be his, unlefs the fame fpirit be in us? Is it poflible to be his 
difciples and not regard his glory, the honour of his gofpel, 
and the advancement of his kingdom? Do not thefe lie near 
the heart of God and our blefled Redeemer? Are they not of 
great confideration with all thofe who love him, and keep cov- 
enant with him ? Suffer me then, dear brethren, to plead with 
you, the honour of God, of your Saviour, his glorious exam- 
ple, the honour and advancement of Chriftianity, the encour- 
agement, edification and comfort of your brethren in Chritt, 
and the conviction and falvation of thofe who believe not, that 
ye walk unte all well-pleafing. Suffer me to plead with you 
all the folemn and weighty confiderations fuggefted in thefe 
papers, on covenanting, and keeping covenant with God. 

And what fhall Lfay more? Shall I pléad with you the 

happy 
(1) Jolin xv. 8. -(2) Jer. xiii..11. (3)1Pet.iv. 11. (4) 1 Cor. x. 31. 
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happy effe& which this would have upon shee a venrwe > That 
it would caufe them:to look forth as the morning, make-them 
beautiful as Virzah, and comely as Jerufalem? That. this 
would engage the prefence of God with them, to comfort, edi- 
fy. and prote@ thenv? That when the fpices’ of: the»church’s 

garden flow out, then their Beloved will come into his garden 
and eat his pleafant fruit? ‘hat then fhall: we khow if we fol 
low on to know the Lord ? ‘Phat then: his going forth willbe 
prepared as the mornirigyand that he will come:unto.us.as the 
rain,.as the latter and: former rain cunto the-earth ? That. he 
will give-us great refrefhment in his ordinances; ifecret, private, 
and public? Shall I mention how, im this‘way, you will affure 
your hearts before God? The light, peace and triumph it will 
give you in the hour of death ? 

Shall I plead with you, the degeneracy of the times > That 
error is coming in like a flood? That iniquity abounds, and the 
love of many “waxeth > cold ?:'The neceflity which there is of 
good people’s arifing’ and ftanding in the gap, and making up 
the hedge? Of holding falt. the -form of: found words which 
have been delivered unto us; and of contending’ earneftly for 
the faith once delivered unto ithe faints? The tpecial duty of 
all Chriftians acting in character, as the falt of the earth, and 
the light of the worldyto'prevent total corruption’ and dark- 
nefs ?) Shall.I plead with you, the:peculiar honour of faithtul- 
nefs to God and our covenant engagements, in times of great 
and general corruption ?: Shall I name unto’you, Enoch, Noah, 
Lot and Elijah, Daniel. and the three children, as your exam- 
ples? Who svalked with'God.in times of great and: general 
wickedneis; and whom! hevdelivered and honowréd above all 
the men, who have lived ‘upon the’earth? Shall 1 mention 
Phinehas, who was zealous for the Lord, and to fupprefs the 
wickednefs.of his people, and how it was’counted unto him for 
righteoufnefs unto all generations forevermore ?(1) 

May it not be pleaded, that God hath not only fet thefe ex- 
amples before us for our encouragement and imitation in the 
worlt times ; but that he hath made exceedingly great and pre- 
cious promites to all thofe who will walk with him in thofe dark 
and evil days? That to thofe who feared him and thought upen 
his name, at a time of uncommon infidelity and licentioufnefs, 
among his ancient people, he promifed, That a book of re- 
membrance fhould be written before him for them? That they 
fhould be unto him as his peculiar treafure, and that he would 
ipare them in the day when he fhall-make up his jewels, asa 
man fpareth his own fon that ferveth him ?(2) That he prom- 
ifed unto, the few-names in Sardis, who had not defiled their 
garments, that they ihould walk with him in white ; and that 
he declared them to be worthy '(3) Thefe 


(1) Psal:evi. 30, 31. (2) Malachi i. 16, 17. (3) Rev. ii. 4 
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Thefe are fome of thofe weighty confiderations, fome of 
thofe endearing and forcible ‘motives and examples, which God 
hath fet before us to engage our fidelity in his fervice. By 
thefe he commands us, pleads ‘with, and prefleth us to keep 
covenant with him. And do not our-hearts, in contemplation 
of them, burn within us? Is not our zeal enkindled, and are 
not our refolutions invigorated ? Shall we -not, deeply imprefl- 
ed and impelled by their united energy, lay afide every weight, 
and the fin that doth {0 eafily befet us, and run with patience 
the race which is fet before us, looking. unto Jefus, the author 
and finifher of our faith? As we have received him, fhall we 
not walk in him, rooted and eftablithed in the faith, as we 
have been taught, abounding therein with thankfgiving? 
Shall we not watch and pray always; praying with all prayer 
and iupplication, in the fpirit, with all perfeverance and fuppli- 
cation for all faints? Shall we not wreftle with God, that the 
{pirit of primitive Chriftianity may be poured out upon all 
eur churches, and upon their paftors? That we and all our breth- 
ren May maintain a more clofe and humble walk with God? 
That this addrefs might be fueceeded to this happy effe& on our- 
ielves and others? Shall we not ftrive to grow more and more 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrilt ?—To excel in the religion of the clofet, of the family, 
and of the houfe of God; and in the conitant, cheerful dif- 
charge of all relative duties? Shall we not exhort one another 
daily, and confider one another to provoke unto love and good. 
works? Shall we not do thefe duties fo much the more as time 
flies away, and as we fee the day of death and judgment ap- 
proaching ? Shall we not from this time fhake off all flothful- 
nefs, and be fervent in fpirit, ferving the Lord? 

Dear brethren, if there be any confolation in Chrift, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowfhip of the Spirit, if any bowels 
and mercies, let us, I befeech you, fulfil the joy of the apoftles 
and of all good men, by being like minded, to perform thefe 
duties, having the fame love, being of one accord, of one mind, 


ebierving all things, whatfoever Jefus hath commanded us. 
Amen. 








OBSERVATIONS ON JEREMIAH XVII. 0. 


** The heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked ; whe 
can know it ?” 


No. IT. 


(Continued from p. 115.) 
AVING briefly remarked on the deceitfulnefs of men’s 
hearts with refpeét to each other, we are now to confider 
the deceitfulnefs of their hearts with relation to themfelves. 
Not 
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Not lefs do mankind praétife deceit upon others than upon 
themfelves Itis a general truth, with refpec to them, that they 
love darkuefs, Hence it is that they refufe to come to the light. 

‘Che man, whofe worldly affairs are in a deranged ftate, and 
whofe property is wafting away through his extravagance or 
inattention, is unwilling to adjuit his affairs and come to a fet- 
tlement with his creditors. ‘Thus it is with mankind in gener- 
al, in a religious view. Their own character, the true ftate of 
their fouls, the relation they ftand in to God, &c. are fubjects 
about which they do not like impartially to employ their minds, 
as it would not fail to excite in their breafts painful emotions. * 
Hence they remain in a ftate of profound ignorance with refpe@ 
to thefe fubjects, while their deceitful hearts tell them that they 
poiieis much knowledge and difcernment. The fool, in a mor- 
al fenfe, is wifer in his own conceit than feven men who can 
render a reafon. While the ox knoweth his owner, and the afs 
his mafter’s crib, wicked’ men or impenitent finners do not 
know, donot confider. Suchis their character as delineated in 
the fcriptures of truth. 

Some particular examples of felf-deception will now be no- 
ticed, ‘hefe will principally relate to wicked men in a flate 
of moral fecurity. Our remarks, however, will not be confined to 
juch characters, but in fome degree apply to good men ; for 
as good men are fubjeé to much moral impertection, fo they 
are liable to deceive themfelves, and do really deceive them- 
felves, in many refpeéts. FPeter’s heart was deceitful after he 
became a real Chriltian, and greatly deceived him with refpeé 
to the frength of his attachment to his Mafter. And James 
and John, when they would have fire come down from heaven 
and confume the inhabitants of a certain village of Samaria, 
knew not what manner of fpirit they were of. But if fuch may 
be the fituation of the green tree, what muft be that of the dry ? 

Wicked men in common, or in a ftate of moral ftupidity, 
greatly deceive themfelves with refpect to the fituation of their 
hearts towards God. Thinking that God, as the {cripture ex- 
preffes it, is altogether fuch as themfelves, they are led to im- 
agine that they are friendly and affectionate towards him. 
At leaft, they believe their hearts are not in eppctition to him, 
Oppofe and hate the God of heaven! Impoffible. Hate that 
God, who made me, continually preferves me in being ; that 
God, who feeds me from his ftore houfe, and clothes me from 
his veftry ; who daily fhowers down upon me a rich variety of 
bleffings ; that God, who gave his Son to die for me, and who 
has provided for me a great falvation—My heart iu a ftate of 
enmity againft this all good and merciful Being ! Surely I am 
confcious of no fuch-thing ; Ido not, I cannot believe it. It is 
impoflible. Such are the deceitful duggeftions and conclufions 
of the hearts of ftupid, unceonvineed finners. Although 
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Although the feriptures teach, in the moft exprefs and une- 
quivocal manner, that wicked men are God’s enemies, that their 
minds are enmity againft him, and that they are hottile to his 
laws and government, yet their deceitful hearts plead, that this 
reprefentation does not apply to themfelves perfonally ; and as 
they are not confcious that they poffefs fuch charatters, they either 
apply the reprefentation to others, or urge that the reprefenta- 
tion is not literally correct, but highly figurative or hyperbol- 
ical. Thus a deceived heart turneth them afide from the 
knowledge of the truth. 

Wicked men, no doubt, are pleafed with exiftence, and the 
numerous bleflings, which they receive from the hand of God ; 
but this is very different from being pleafed with the charaéter 
and general government of God. Let them, like Job, be {trip- 
ped of all their worldly property and enjoyments, will they 
then, like that holy patriarch, in the exercife of fubmiffion fay, 
“ Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked {hall { 
return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away : 
bleffed be the name of the Lord.” If fuch would be their con- 
dud, under this reverfe of their circumftances, *“ what meaneth 
the bleating of the fheep and the lowing of the oxen, which are 
fo frequently heard?’ what meaneth the murmuring of finners 
under very inconfiderable loffes and difappointments ? 

That wicked men love that being, whom their deceitful hearts 
lead them te confider as the God of heaven, will not be quef- 
tioned. Wicked men, in a ftate of moral {tupidity, apprehend 
that God is their friend; that the difpenfations of his provi- 
dence are defigned to promote their particular good, and that 
they will, in fome way or other, actually promote it ; and that 
fuch, and fo great is his mercy, as to fecure them from the fec- 
ond death, and confer upon them everlailing life. Indulging 
fentiments, like thefe, of God, inftead of viewing him as their 
enemy, as a confuming fire, and as determined to execute upon 
them the fiercenefs of his wrath, thould they die in their pref- 
ent condition, they vainly imagine that they love the true char- 
acter of the God of heaven. But when God is reprefented to 
their view as an abfolute fovereign, as having mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, and as hardening whom he will; as fetting 
his face againft them, and walking contrary to them ; as oppo- 
fing their felfifh views and purfuits; as refufing to hear their 
prayers, and even holding them in abhorrence—When God is 
reprefented as pointing all the curfes of his violated law againtt 
them, without making them one promife of mercy, while they 
remain in an impenitent {tate ; that there is much reafon to ap- 
- prehend he will doom them, hereafter, to everlafting punifh- 
ment, and that there is no other ground of hope that they {hall 
efcape this dreadful doom, but the mere fovereign mercy of 
No. 4. Vol. ILL. U God 
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God. When fuch a reprefentation is made of God, (which is 
the {cripture reprefentation of his character) how often, and in 
how many ways do they difcover their difapprobation of, and 
the enmity of their hearts againft him! Nor is it unfrequently 
the cafe, that they make an explicit avowal of their fentiments 
and feclings. ‘They do not in many inftances hefitate to fay, 
that they do not, that they cannot, and that it is impoflible they 
fhould, love fuch a being as this. Under how great and dan- 
gerous deception, then, are wicked men with refpect to the ex- 
ercifeg of their hearts towards the character of the true God ! 
Such was the deception of the Jewifh nation during our Sa- 
viour’s miniftry on earth. They appear to have been perfuad- 
ed that they entertained correct and honourable ideas of the 
character of the God of heaven, and that they were pleafed 
with his true character, while their hearts were totally unrecon- 
ciled to it. When Chrift exhibited to their view, in the mof 
correét manner, his own charaéter, and in doing this, exhibited 
the charaé¢ter of his Father, they faw, and could not but fee, 
what thefe characters were; yet inftead of being pleafed with 
them, the hatred of their hearts was ftrongly excited againft 
them. Agreeably our Saviour obferved to them, “ Ye have 
both feen and hated both me and my Father.” 

If the: wicked Jews, who were under the immediate inftruc- 
tion of Chrift, and enjoyed peculiar advantages for nermaega 3 
acquainted with the true charaéer of God, and of avoiding all 
miftaken apprehenfions concerning it, were under the greatelt 
deception with refpeé to that character, what will fecure wick~ 
ed men, at the prefent day, from the fame deception? Their 
wicked hearts are as likely to deceive them, as the hearts of the 
wicked Jews were to deceive them. This conclufion we are 
perfuaded is obvious and correct. How alarming then, as well 
as criminal, is their fituation! Altogether oppofed to the char- 
acter and government of the God of heaven, and yet ignorant 
that this is the cafe, while in a ftate of moral ftupidity ! To 
convince them that they are enemies to God ; to convince them 
that their hearts are deceitful above all things, as well as def- 
perately wicked, is not in the power of men or of angels. No 
reafoning, however ftrong and conclufive, will be available to 
this purpofe ; the clear, exprefs and numerous declarations of 
the holy fcriptures are often not available. How exceedingly 
dangerous and alarming, then, as well as criminal, is their {it- 
uation ! O God! may it pleafe thee, of thine abundant mercy, 
to make thefe obfervations inftrumentally efficacious to the con- 
viction and faving converfion of at leaft fome one precious foul, 
for the fake of thy dear Son, Jefus Chrift. Sizas. 

(To be continued.) 


THE 
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THE TEMPORAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF 
MINISTERS. 


PERSON informed me that, fome time fince, when pro- 

vifions, efpecially bread, were higher in price than they 
are at prefent, feveral principal perfons of a congregation were 
{pending an evening together ; the converfation turned .upon 
the relative value of money, and how much it had been de- 
preciated within the laft fifty years... One obferved, “ A much 
greater capital is required now, for the fame bufinefs and the 
{ame returns, than formerly.” Another faid, “ The fame pro- 
fits, with the fame. returns, which would have rendered a 
tradefman’s, family comfortable and refpectable a few years 
fince, now,-in comfequence of the increafe of the public bur- 
dens, and of the price of provifions, will fcarcely afford his 
family the neceflaries of life.” A third perfon remarked, “ If 
this applies to us who are in bufinefs, it equally applies to our 
minifter.” This led to further converfation on the fubject, 
which terminated in a refolution to raife their fubfcriptions ; 
and each agreed to make application to fuch, friends as he 
thought proper. In a few days they fent their minifter an 
affectionate letter, enclofing fifty pounds ; telling him he might 
expect that fum, at leaft, annually, in addition to his former 
income. ‘This was done altogether unknown to the minifter, 
and without his expecting it. When alluding to this fad, in 
friendly converfation with the minifter, he replied, “ It is true, 
Sir; and I afflure you, it was done in a manner fo much like 
gentlemen, or rather fo much like real Chriftians, that, though 
I have been with them more than fourteen years, I feel my 
heart more attached to them than ever. Where is the minii- 
ter, who, after fuch tokens of kindnefs to him, will not cheer- 
fully labour for their f{piritual welfare,—feel interefted in their 
intereft,—and vifit, and endeavour to confole them and their 
families in the feafon of affliétion ?” 

Another minifter, fpeaking to me of the kind interpofitions 
of his heavenly Father, faid, “‘ Some months ago, one of my 
friends in the church (whofe name he mentioned) told me, he 
was afraid, from my income, and from the nature of the times, 
I muft feel fome difficulties in making fuitable provifion for 
my family. He wifhed very much to fee me in comfortable 
circumftances ; and, therefore, thought I fhould do right to 
turn my attention to fome bufinefs, in conjunction with the 
miniftry ; and that he would advance me, upon a loan, from 
£20 to 1000]. according to the nature of the trade.” This 

ind offer very much furprifed the minifter, and excited his 
grateful acknowledgments. At firlt, he feemed difpofed to 
accept 
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accept it; but faid to his friend, “I will think of it, and con- 
fult my wife.” This he did; and they agreed to make it a 
matter of prayer, and converfe upon it afterwards. The next 
day the faid to her hufband, *‘ Though we have difficulties, we 
have them with a clear confcience. I am afraid, if you enter 
into bufinefs, and fhould not be fuccefsful, it might injure the 
caufe of Chrift in the town; or, fhould you profper, we may 
get as worldly-minded as fome other profeffors: and thus, 
what we gain in temporal comforts, we, and the fouls of your 
people, may lofe in fpiritual advantage. ‘Befides,” faid the, 
“you have given up yourfelf to God and to the people, to fulfil 
the work of the miniftry ; and, furely, the Mafter whom you 
ferve will not let you go Jong without your wages. You 
know, though you are feven or eight hours in the day in your 
ftudy, you are often complaining for want of time, ‘and la- 
menting how little you can do in a day. How’ dejeéted you 
appeared the other day, fearing you had given a wrong fenfe 
toa paflage of Scripture, from not having had time to fee 
how the words of the text were ufed in other parts of Scrip- 
ture !—how then will you feel, when fo much of your time is 
taken up with bufimefs! Let us gratefully decline our friend’s 
kind offer, and truft in him who has faid, “ Dwell in the 
land,” that is, keep the ftation of duty, “‘ and, verily, thou fhalt 
be fed.”’—I1 faid to myfelf, while he related this converfation 
of his wife, “ This is a helpmate indeed for a minifter! I wifh 
all our young freachers might find fuch.”—The minifter faid 
to me, “ My own reafoning on the fubject was a counterpart 
of my wife’s ; and as we fo cordially agreed, I told my friend 
the gratitude we felt, and the reafons which induced us to de- 
cline his offer.” The reafoning of the minifter deeply im- 
prefled his friend’s mind, and raifed him ftill higher in his 
efteem. This friend then felt it his duty to exert his influence 
with the congregation; and doubling his own fubfcription, 
from five to ten guineas a year, he mentioned the fubject to 
others of the congregation, who immediately imcreafed the 
injnifter’s income between 40 and Sol. per annum. “ Thus,” 
faid the minifter, “as my family have increafed, my people 
have increaied their fubferiptions 3 and we live in confident 
expectation, that as our children rife into life, the people will 
help me to bring them forward fuitably to my fituation.” 
When in company -vith the gentleman alluded to, I con- 
eratulated him on having fuch a minilter, and fuch a flourith- 
ing congregation, ‘The gentleman faid, “I was fo impreffed 
with his piety and feriptural reafons for declining the loan, 
that I refolved to entreat his acceptance of a hundred pounds.” 
This, I underfiand, was prefented to the minifter in a manner 


becoming an affectionate friend and 2 humble Chriftian.— 
On 
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On my faying to him, “ Your,conduét does you much credit, 
Sir,”’—he replied, “I can aflure you, I have never had any 
other abiding feelings on my heart refpecting any thing I 
have done for my minifter, than painful ones, from a con- 
{cioufnefs that I have not done enough. When I think of the 
benefits I derive from his miniftry, the comfort he often affords 
me as my family counfellor, and as a fecond father to my chil- 
dren ; and confider how much I have gained for my family, 
and how little he has gained for his, during the time of our 
acquaintance,—I cannot think what I have done more than 
duty calls for ; and I hope, as his family rifes, I fhall not for- 

et that lam a fteward!”—I would here only remark, that 
the praifes of fuch men ought to be in the churches. 

Travelling in the weft of England fome months fince, a 
tradefman, who, I underftood, was a deacon of an Independent 
church, offered me a feat in his chaife, for about fixty miles. 
In the courfe of the ride, the converfation turned upon the 
income of minifters, as mentioned in the Evangelical Maga- 
zine. He faid, “I have felt the force of what I have read in 
that publication; and am conftrained to think, as a congre- 
gation, we have not done all for our minifter we could and 
ought to have done. It has fome time been in agitation 
among us, to build a neat and commodious houfe for the min- 
ifter ; and the laft time I was in London, I purchafed 6ool. 
three per cent. ftock, which I have devoted towards that ob- 
je@ when it is called for; which I have pledged to my friends 
as my part towards the building ; and I have no doubt but 
the obje& will be accomplifhed.”—Might it not, with pro- 
priety, be faid to fome other congregations, ‘*Go ye, and do 
likewife ?” 

I was not a little interefted in a friendly converfation with a 
minifter and his wife, in-another part of the kingdom, who, 
in {peaking on this fubjeét, mentioned a pleafing number of 
proofs of the gracious care of God difplayed toward them in 
feafons of neceflity. Among others, fhe related the follow- 
ing :-— I fhall never forget what we felt fome little time 
fince in a cafe of this kind. You know what I mean,” faid 
fhe to her hufband.””—** Well,” faid he, “tell our friend, he 
will make no improper ufe of it.”?—-“ The expenfes of my laft 
confinement,” faid fhe, “ excited fome anxious feelings in our 
minds ; and after converfing on the fubjeét, my hufband no- 
ticed it in prayer with me in the morning, with humble peti- 
tions and confident pleas at the throne of grace. The fame 
day, a friend and one of the congregation came to fee me, for 
the firft time during my confinement. Having prefaced her 
kindnefs, by faying fhe was under great obligations to my huf- 
band as a minifter, fhe begged my acceptance of a token of 


her 
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her gratitude; putting two ten pound notes into my hand. 
The fame day we received a letter from a lady, a friend at a 
diftance, encloing a ten pound note. Could our liberal 
friends have feen, when my hufband came home, and I had 
informed him of the kindnefs of the Lord towards us, with 
what tears and emotions of foul we knelt before the Lord, 
and poured forth our grateful feelings for fuch evident anfwers 
to prayer; and with what earneftnefs we fupplicated for the 
spiritual and eternal welfare of our friends, I think their feel- 
ings would have taught them the meaning of this paflage :—~ 
** It is more bleffled to give than to receive.”” Thus our fears 
were filenced, and our prayers and pleadings were turned into 
admiration, and gratitude. 

Thefe, with many other equally interefting facts, have come 
to my knowledge ; and which I would relate, were it not for 
filling too many of your pages. Thefe, I think, tend to fhow 
the neceflity of Chriftians attending to this fubject, and like- 
wife the ufe of ftating it to the public. While they equally 
prove, that thofe who D acils God, by trulting him in the way 
of duty, and by making ufe of no improper means for relief, 
God will honour by a feafonable and fuitable fupply. 








FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Sunday-School Society. 


Y¥ a late Report of the Sunday-School Society in London, 

it appears that, fince the inftitution in 1785, they have 

eltablifhed or affifted 2232 fchools, in which 200,787 fcholars 

have been inftructed ; and they have diltributed, befides Spel- 

ling-Books, 42,680 T ‘eflamenits and 6,583 Bibles, befides dona- 
nations of more than 40ool. in money. 


Edinburgh Society. 


THE “ Edinburgh Religious Tra Society” during the laft 
year printed 21,000 Traéts, which have been diftributed to the 
members, and among various charitable inftitutions. 


QUERIES. 
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QUERIES. 


N Aéts ix. 7, we are informed, That the men who journeyed 

with Saul towards Damafcus, “ Aeard the voice, but faw 

no man :” and in chap. xxii. 9, Saul himfelf, relating this mi- 

raculous event, fays, “ They that were with me faw indeed the 

light, but Seard not the voice.”—-How are thefe texts recon- 
cileable ? 


——e— 


IS it the duty of a bankrupt to confider himfelf bound, in the 
fight of God, to make up his dividend 2os. in the pound, if, af- 
ter fetting up in bufinefs again, he profpers, and is able to do 
it? or, may he retire from bufinefs without making up his div- 
idend, when he finds himfelf poffefled of fuffictent property ; 
and confider himfelf an honourable Chriftian, eligible te any 
public ftation in the church ? 


A 


POETRY. 


REAT God, thou guardian of each hour, 
Thou guard of all my ways; 
My morning fteps confefs thy pow’r, 
And night proclaims thy praife. 





The fecret purpofe of my foul 
Is to thy wifdom known ; 
Thine eye directs my walk by day, 
And fees my lying down. 


On every fide I find thy hand, 
Where’er I turn my view ; 

And e’er my lips could {peak my heart, 
Thou, Lord, my meaning knew. 


Vainly to trace fuch wond’rous power, 
My grov’lling reafon tries ; 

Fruitlefs attempt ! my ftricteft fearch 
Th’ amazing fubject flies. 


Should hell infpire the blacken’d thought, 
From thee, my God, to hide ; 

Where fhould a helplefs mortal go, 
In fecret to abide? 


If I to heav’n direé& my fearch, 
There thy full glories fhine ; 


And 
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And hell’s dark prifon feels thy arm, 
And owns the wrath divine. 


If, with the morning’s early light, 
I feek the weftern fea ; 
There fhall thy hand dire& my flight, 


And difappoint my ftay. 


If, favour’d with the ev’ning fhades, 
I court the raylefs night ; 

The gloom, difpers’d at thy command, 
Shall give me to thy fight. 


Darknefs and light (to thee the fame) 
Fulfil thy great defign ; 

And funs and fhades before their God 
With equal brightnefs fhine ; 


Before that God, whofe piercing eye 
This curious frame furvey’d, 


And my embryo-ftate his {kill 
In every part difplay’d. 


Thy boundlefs thought contriv’d the fcheme, 
And each proportion plann’d ; 


Before the clay, my future frame, 
Was fafhion’d by thy hand. 


How fhall my tongue defcribe my foul, 
Or paint the love I bear ; 

Or count the numerous thanks I owe, 
For thy furrounding care? 


Lefs num’rous are the countlefs fands, 
That fwell the lengthen’d fhore ; 
And in the morning when I wake, 
I find the number more. 


Search me, O God! with ftricteft view, 
Explore each fecret part ; 

Know the recefles of my foul, 
And frailties of my heart. 


If error clouds my darken’d mind, 
Remove the difmal gloom ; 

Conduét me with a father’s hand, 
And bring thy fervant home. 


——P +: ae 








